HOLY THEOPHANY ORTHODOX CHURCH ¢

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

“The Church is a hospital, and not a courtroom, for souls. She does not condemn on
behalf of sins, but grants remission of sins. Nothing is so joyous in our life as the
thanksgiving that we experience in the Church. In the Church, the joyful sustain their
joy. In the Church, those worried acquire merriment, and those saddened, joy. In the
Church, the troubled find relief, and the heavy-laden, rest.” ~St John Chrysostom

Location of Services: Holy Theophany Church, N2107 State Road 67, Walworth, WI 53184

~Bulletin: February , 2026~
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Schedule of Services for February 2026
[All services (except Reader’s Vespers) will be live-streamed unless otherwise noted.
All liturgies are those of St John Chrysostom Hours for Sunday Liturgy start at 9:40 AM.]

Sunday, February 1, [Sunday of Publican and Pharisee] 9:45 AM— Divine Liturgy and Annual Parish meeting
Saturday, February 7, 5:00 PM— Reader’s Vespers

Sunday, February 8, [Sunday of Prodigal Son] 10 AM— Divine Liturgy

Saturday, February 14, 5:00 PM— Reader’s Vespers

Sunday, February 15, [Sunday of Last Judgment] 10 AM— Divine Liturgy (Deanery Winter Camp)
Monday, February 16, Beginning of Cheesefare Fast

Saturday, February 21, 5:00 PM— Reader’s Vespers

Sunday, February 22, [Sunday of Forgiveness] 10 AM— General Confession followed by Divine Liturgy
Monday February 23, Beginning of Great Lent & Lenten Fast

Wednesday February 25, 5:30 PM— Compline with Canon of St. Andrew of Crete for Wednesday
Saturday February 28, 5:00 PM— Reader’s Vespers

Thanks for service to Holy Theophany Church January 2026 ! Reading: Maria Condos, Kristy Danna, Andrew Krout,
Steve Meyer, Damian Constantinescu, Pasie Greory, LaMont Prospect, Christopher Thies; Music: AdelaFazio , Elijah,
Nelson, Andrew, Maria and Sofia Klesmith, Kristy D., and everyone for congregational singing; Prosphora

Bread: FilitsaAmirsakis, Artos: Filitsa, Pres. Anastasia; Washing of Communion Cloths: Mary Kanelos, Pres.

Anastasia; Service in sanctuary: David Klesmith., Christopher T, Giovanni Wilson; Setting up for services: Pres. Eileen,
Christoper, and Lamont; Bookstore, Steve and Amy M, Pres Eileen; Cleaning Church and Parish Hall: Olga B, Chris-
topher T, Lamont, Pasie, Heather, Damian and Juliana; Flowers: Renee Cerny and Damian C.; Attendance Report: Bessie
Mantes, Christopher, LaMont, Pres. Anastasia; Coffee Hour: Thanks to everyone for providing items; Stewardship: Thanks
to everyone for financial support. Apologies for not having mentioned someone who helped.
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What follows is a series of quotations from Scripture, Patristic authors, and other Orthodox Christian writers about
humility, repentance, forgiveness, compassion, and being just: central virtues for our journey with Christ in Great
Lent to Holy Week and Pascha

T T T Humility: At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And
He called a child to Himself and set him among them, and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you change and become like
children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. So, whoever will humble himself like this child, he is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. (Matt 18:1-6)

Tt Humility is poverty of spirit and meekness. Humility inspires an attitude of listening and of seeking out those who
can give good counsel. Humility welcomes correction. A humble person is not proud or arrogant. Humility is not a denial
of my value as a human being but rather seeing myself in relationship to God. Humility results from being in a state of
gratitude rather than envy, resentment, or bitterness. (Jim Forest, Confession: Doorway to Forgiveness)”

T T Complete trust in God — that’s holy humility. Complete obedience to God, without protest, without reaction, even
when some things seem difficult and unreasonable. Abandonment to the hands of God. The words we repeat during the
Divine Liturgy say it all: ‘Let us commend our whole life to Christ our God.” (Elder Porphyrios, Wounded by Love)

T T T Repentance: “Now, therefore,” says the Lord, “Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning.” So, rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your God, For He is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm.” (Joel 2:12-13)

T1To repent is not to look downwards at my own shortcomings, but upwards at God’s Love. It is not to look backwards
with self-reproach but forward with trustfulness. It is to see not what I have failed to be, but what by the Grace of Christ I
might yet become. (Saint John Climacus)

T 1 There is nothing higher than what is called repentance and confession. This sacrament is the offering of God’s love to
mankind. In this perfect way a person is freed of evil. We go and confess and we sense our reconciliation with God; joy
enters us and guilt departs. (St Porphyrios)

Tt TForgiveness: “When you stand and pray, forgive anything you have against anyone, so that your Father in heaven

will forgive the wrongs you have done” (Mk. 11:25). From the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses/debts, as we
forgive those who trespass against us/our debtors” (Mt. 6:12).

T T Absolutely nothing will help us if we are not lenient toward the weaknesses of others and forgive them. For how can
we hope that God will forgive us if we do not forgive others? (Saint Nikolai Velimirovich)

Tt Very often, when I reflect on the manner of forgiving, I discover that when I forgive, I view myself to be at the center
of things: it is I who forgive, for it is me who has been wounded. When I forgive, it is always me that is praised. Here it
would be good to recall the parable of Christ about the beam and the mote: "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in
your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? (Lk 6:41).” (Fr Boris Bobrinskoy) [That is, don’t
puff yourself up in arrogance when you practice forgiveness. Fr John]

Tt Compassion and Justice: Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; give ear to the law of our God, you
people of Gomorrah: “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” says the Lord. “I have had enough of
burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed cattle. ... When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even
though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;
put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the
oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow.” (Is 1:10-11, 15-17; First Monday in Great Lent)

T T While fasting with the body, brothers and sisters, let us also fast in spirit. Let us loose every bond of iniquity. Let us
undo the knots of every contract made by violence. Let us tear up all unjust agreements. Let us give bread to the hungry
and welcome to our house the poor who have no roof to cover them, that we may receive great mercy from Christ our
God. (First Week of Lent, Wednesday, Vespers)

T TRich and lacking compassion, I have despised and cast out faith in your commandments before the gates, O Lover of
mankind. But as merciful and a lover of compassion raise me up at once in compassion as you raised up your friend
Lazarus, who was four days dead. (Fifth Sunday of Great Lent (St Mary of Egypt), Matins)

CONTACT INFORMATION: Website: https://holytheophanychurch.org/

Fr. Protodeacon George Potym V. Rev. John D. Jones (Priest-in-Charge) Maria Klesmith
Telephone (414) 254-5783 Telephone (414) 241-7702 request information
Email: gpotym@yahoo.com Email: jdjones1947@gmail.com




